SRI BAS A VES WAR A\S MISSION 



"It was the distinctive feature of his mission that 
illustrious, religious and social reformers in India 
before him had each laid his emphasis on one or other 
items of religious and social reform, either subordina- 
ting more or less other items to it, or ignoring them 
altogether. Basawa sketched and boldly tried to work 
out a large and comprehensive programme of social 
reform with the elevation and independence of woman- 
hood as its guiding point. \ 1 

^Neither social conferences which arc annually 
helct in these days in several parts of India, nor Indian 
social reformers^ can improve upon that programme as 
to the essentials- As was in substance remarked by 
£he late * Sri James Campbell, whose knowledge of 
Indian History, customs * and manners was almost 
phenomenal^ the present day social reformer in India 
is but speaking the language and seeking to enforce 
ihe mind of Basawa." 
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BASAVESWARA'S SAYINGS 

( Translated from Kannada to English ) 

The Condemned lamb if brought 
to the Sacrificial fire; 
it sees the decorative green 
and nibbles the leaves in glee. 
It is innocent 

of its impending doom — 
it gloats on its present joy. 
Even such are all earthly joys 
Oh Lord ! Kudala Sangama ! 
The nectar of T3y namely tongue tastes. 
Thy imay.e is ever my eye's target 
And the music of Thy fame in my ear rings, 
I am an humble bee buzzing about Thy Lotus feet, 
Oh Lord! Kudala Sangama. / 



